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Rausch OSB Council 1643, 3420 78th Avenue SE, Olympia WA 98501-9403. It
is distributed to members of Knights of Columbus Father Nicholas Rausch
OSB Council 1643. Postage is paid at Olympia, Washington.

NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS: Jim Pivec and Tom Brignole are the co-editors of our newsletter. Please send any
articles for the newsletter to Jim or Tom by the 15th of the month. And let Jim or Tom know if you would like to
receive your newsletter in full color via email. Jim’s email address is jfpivec@gmail.com. Tom’s email address is
kbrignole@yahoo.com. If you do not have email, Jim’s snail mail address is 2406 Dublin Drive NW Olympia WA
98502-3443.

CAN YOU PRAY FOR VOCATIONS FOR JUST ONE HOUR?
Brother Knights,

Father Jim Lee has requested that the Knights of Columbus pray for religious vocations at
the St. Joseph Adoration Chapel at the St. Michael Downtown Church for one or more
hours per week.

We have designated Saturday & Sunday AM hours of 1AM, 2AM, or 3AM on October
3rd, 4th, 10th, 11th, 17th, 24th, 25th, and 31st as our Knights of Columbus hours.

Please call Tom Hruska at 360-561-5548 or e-mail hruska@wwdb.org to sign up for one
or more of the above hours. Thank You. God bless you and your family.

STATE BULLETIN

The Washington State Council of the Knights of Columbus publishes a monthly bulletin. For members
interested in viewing this publication it is available at: http://www.kofc-wa.org/Bulletins/current.pdf

http://www.kofc1643.org/
mailto:w00butch3r@aol.com
mailto:drkarlhoffman@comcast.net
mailto:mathew.johnson@kofc.org
mailto:jfpivec@gmail.com
mailto:kbrignole@yahoo.com
mailto:hruska@wwdb.org
http://www.kofc-wa.org/Bulletins/current.pdf
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE

Gentlemen,

Thanks to all those who volunteered for the
first weekend of our
annual Tootsie Roll
drive. The
next weekend is
October 2 thru 4 -
same locations.
Please think about
giving up just two
hours of your time
and sign up at our

website. There are locations with no
volunteers at all.

Last weekend we had to shut down the
Cooper Point Haggens due to lack of
volunteers. We are the largest council in the
State of Washington. With 382 members, it
should not be a problem to fill all the
slots. This is truly worthwhile cause that

helps right here at home in Thurston County
for people with disabilities.

Totals for each store are as follows:

• Tumwater Fred Meyer $1844
• Ralphs Thriftway $740
• Haggen Foods Pacific Ave. $646
• Walmart Yelm Highway $638
• Wal-Mart Galaxy Dr. $406
• Misc loose change $205
• Total from all locations - $4480
By the time you read this, we will have had
our annual Oktoberfest at Sacred Heart’s
Hallen Hall. Hopefully there was a good
time had by all. See next month’s edition of
this Newsletter for pictures from the event.

Respectfully,

Michael R. Colosi, Grand Knight
Father Nicholas Rausch OSB Council 1643

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Member Name Date Member Name Date

Alfred Ciokiewicz Oct 01 Deacon Ronald San Nicolas Oct 11
Michael Cuthbert Oct 01 Robert Esson Oct 14
Robert St Clair Jr Oct 01 Gregory Jeffries Oct 15
Arnold Aquino Oct 02 Ramiro Rocha Oct 15
Gerald Foy Oct 02 Brother John Griffin Jr Oct 16
Robin Bricel Oct 03 Nathan Ramos Oct 16
Keith Underwood Oct 03 Rev Thomas Nathe Oct 17
Charles Lang Oct 05 John Wilfong PGK Oct 17
Santo Pablo-Mendoza Oct 05 Russell Morrison Oct 18
Alan Holm Oct 06 Robert Jenner PGK Oct 22
Francis Johnson Oct 06 Fortunato Mendoza-Matias Oct 22
Raymond Grothe Oct 09 Kevin Kealy Oct 26
Robert Hauth Oct 10 William Barker Oct 27
Thomas Mitchell Oct 10 Dennis Johnson Oct 28
Michael Revoir Oct 10 John Mckinley III Oct 29
Michael Roberts Oct 10 Verne Morman Oct 31
Timothy Burke Oct 11 Jose Soto Oct 31
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FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Faithful Brother Knights

What a gorgeous September we have had. Our big
event for the
Assembly was the
Veterans Cowboy
Barbeque. The
weather was perfect,
the food was
delicious, and
spending time with
friends was still the
best. Thanks to all of
you out there who
stepped up and helped
make this event a

success. We had Corb Thornton as our steak chef
this year and he was a grill master. I mention him in
particular because he did such a good job organizing
the event.

We had quite a number of volunteer Knights and
their wives who helped make this event fun and
successful. I would like to thank Brother Jeff
Schilter, from Schilter Farms, for donating the fresh
corn. It was sweet! The funds we raised go to a very
important cause, the Veterans Appreciation Dinner
(mark your calendars and buy tickets ($25) for
November 14).

Remember, our 4th degree Assembly Meeting is
always on the fourth Thursday of the month. (except
for November and December when it is moved to the
3rd Thursday) This month it falls on the 22th of
October.

Brothers, please allow me to indulge myself for a
moment. I’m inviting you to come to a local high
school cross country meet, Tuesday, October 13 at
St. Martin’s University. Jeff and Stephanie Schilter’s
son Luke (parishioners at St. Michael’s) and my
daughter Lina will be running. Lina is a senior and
the captain of her team. Junior Luke Schilter is one
of the fastest boys in our entire state and one of the
very fastest ever from the South Sound region. If you
are there by 4 PM, you can catch the high schoolers.

Fellow Fourth Degree Knights, I would like to
encourage you to really be thinking about recruiting
new members, especially when you are at Mass or
doing any of the many activities we do at church
with our fellow Catholics. Wear your nametag when
you attend Mass. Be prepared to discuss what we are
about and what we do. Many people think the Color
Corps is what the Knights of Columbus are all about,
even though that is only a very small part of what we
are. Also, encourage brother Knights who aren’t 2nd,
3rd, or 4th degree members to advance. A common
question that is often heard is, "Why should I
become a 4th Degree Knight?" The answer is,
"Because we need Leaders." The 4th Degree
Knights are the most visible sign of the Knights of
Columbus. Whether you have regalia, a tux, or just a
dark suit. When we wear our red, white, and blue
baldrics we are expected to stand strong for our
Church, our Country, and our Community. We are
dedicated to Patriotism.

Fraternally,

Karl L Hoffman, Faithful Navigator
St. Francis of Assisi Assembly 1183
360-280-1240
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE

Support Our Advertisers

Please support our advertisers. Proceeds from this advertising are used to defray
the cost of publishing our newsletter.



Page -6-

L. G. Isaacson Co.
2140 Mottman Rd SW

Tumwater
Industrial Tools & Supplies

360-754-6020

Branches also in Longview and Aberdeen

Columbian Hall
For Rent

Non-smoking.
Seating for 250.

Air conditioned with HD TV,
kitchen, stage & parking.

New Projector and screen
for electronic presentations.

Weddings, receptions, parties, business
meetings, memorial services etc.

Discounted rates for KC members.

360-491-7292
http://www.columbianhall.com

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE

NOTE TO ADVERTISERS. Thank you for your support. Each ad space costs only $50
per year. A bargain price at today’s advertising prices. The price for larger ads is based
on the number of spaces used. We have over 350 members who receive this newsletter
via mail and e-mail each month. Please contact newsletter publisher Jim Pivec at (360)
866-1045 or jfpivec@gmail.com for details.

SHOW THE TRUTH
WASHINGTON STATE

P.O. BOX 6085
OLYMPIA, WA 98507

360-561-5548
WWW.SHOWTHETRUTH.ORG

If you know of a crisis pregnancy
please give us a call. We will help.

TOM HRUSKA, PGK,PFN
DIRECTOR

http://www.showthetruth.org/
http://www.columbianhall.com/
mailto:holyfamilylacey.com
mailto:jfpivec@gmail.com
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UPCOMING 3RD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION

The following Exemplification ceremony is scheduled during the next few months. Please contact either Grand
Knight Mike Colosi or District Deputy Darren Johnson if you will be attending this degree so that someone can
escort you there.
• 3rd Degree – Saturday January 30, 2016 at Columbian Hall. Please see next month’s newsletter for more

details.

Please K

• Walt Dale

• Ray DeTerr

• Sam Pelleg

• Carole Rob

• Ed Sauley

This is your last
only $10.00 each
and 2 XL. Navy
Mail checks to P
Johnson. Shirts
functions. No shi
END OF SUMMER SALE!!
chance to get your Knights t-shirts. The price is

while supplies last. Available in Large, XL,
blue in color and some dark grey in 2XL
.O. Box 3511 Lacey WA 98509, Att. Darren
will be available at meetings and Knights
rts will be mailed.
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eep in Your Prayers

a Family

rino

bins
A very cool new free app for
smart phones from the Knights
in the Goggle play (android) or
Apple store (I phone). For
someone that is interested in
learning more about the
Knights, they can click on the
join button and their name will
come to us to contact them.
https://play.google.com/store/a
pps/details?id=com.littleiapps.k
ofc

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.littleiapps.kofc
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.littleiapps.kofc
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.littleiapps.kofc
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JULY 2015 KNIGHT OF THE MONTH – WALT DALE

Brother Knight Walt Dale is celebrating his Golden Jubilee of joining the Knights in 1965 and
is a 3rd Degree Knight. He has been the manager of the
Columbian Hall for 13 years and helped lead major improvements
to the Hall. All of these improvements have been paid for from
the Hall rentals and donations. Walt is most proud of increasing
the rentals from 1 per month to a very heavily rental schedule.

The major renovations were to convert the former Candycane
factory to the current Hall. The Hall has:

1. Been painted three times,
2. Had the Roof replaced,
3. Had all the floors replaced
4. Replaced all the tables and a lot of chairs
5. Added the Columbian Hall sign

6. Added the display areas
7. Rebuilt the kitchen to best in area level.

He has also has actively participated in any events of the Knights of Columbus, including the
10 years on the Columbus Park Board and staffed the Council Barbeque . He has just retired
from managing the Hall but continues his other activities

Walt was Santa for the Handicapped at Target in Olympia, from 1990 to 1995.

He is an active volunteer and member of the Sacred Heart Parish since 1986 and for years
served as the Treasurer of the Holy Name Society and as an usher since 1990.

Brother Walt comes from Island Lake, IL where he was a Lake County Deputy Sherriff before
moving to Washington as a long haul truck driver. He retired from driving with over a million
safe miles.

He joined the Knights because he was working with his father-in-law and brother to raise
money for a new Catholic Church in their town. His father-in-law and brother became Knights
and he decided to join them because he enjoyed the company of the other Knights also.

Thank you, Brother Knight Walt, for all that you continue to do, and congratulations on being
selected as our Knight of the Month for July.



JULY 2015 FAMILY OF THE MONTH
JOHN AND NANCY ZYRKOWSKI III

The Father Nicholas Rausch OSB Council 1643 Family of the Month for July is John and Nancy Zyrkowski
III.

Brother John joined in 2004 and became a 4th Degree Knight that same year. John has been a Pilot in Maryland,
and the Financial Secretary to 1643 from 2010 to 2012, partially
completing his tenure while living in San Jose, CA. He returned
permanently to Olympia in 2013.

John and Nancy have also aided the council in many of its
activities most notably the annual Vocation Auction to support
seminarian expenses. The team raised $26 thousand this last June
for vocations expense. He also developed automated methods for
accounting and credit card check-out that improved the Auction
participant experience. His activities include working to improve
the web site by adding a shortened Form 100.

With his wife Nancy, they have participated in many activities at
St. Michael’s and were on the reception committee for several
years.

After graduation from college they both were Volunteers in Guatemala in the Peace Corps during that country’s
civil war.

After completing his MBA, John became a senior executive in many
Fortune 500 companies and smaller companies including Rockwell,
Alcoa, and Certaineed. He also consulted with 150 other major
companies. He worked domestically and internationally because of
his multiple languages especially in Spanish. His primary efforts
were to maintain or return high paying blue collar jobs to U.S. plants
through achieving Global Competitiveness. Nancy has been the
senior director of several Rehabilitation Hospitals including
Providence St. Peters. They have one son and a grandchild.

He says: “It was a great joy to join the Knights and find an
international group of men who are dedicated to pleasing the Lord
through their daily activities so that his Kingdom can be realized on
this Earth. The energy I find within this group is as strong as I have
found in the most dedicated Clergy as I have crisscrossed the world.

Tha
Fam
John with granddaughter Zoey who is
wearing a Mayan Guipile from

Guatemala.
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nk you, Brother John and Nancy, for all that you continue to do, and congratulations on being selected as our
ily of the Month for July.
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AUGUST 2015 KNIGHT OF THE MONTH – DON SPIELES

The Father Nicholas Rausch OSB Council 1643 “Knight of the Month” for August is Donald
Spieles.

Brother Knight Don joined the Knights of Columbus in 1977, in Detroit, his home town and is
a 3rd Degree Knight. He has been an active member
participating in many events of the Knights of Columbus
including volunteering at Drexel House.

He joined the Knights because he had heard about it
from other church members and thought “…it sounded
pretty good”.

He has had three serious hospitalizations for pneumonia
and other complications over the last 6 months. He was
not expected to survive during one episode, but with
wonderful care from the medical personal at St. Peters
Hospital and Evergreen Rehab Center got better. In
June, as he was recovering from his hospitalization, he
attended the next Drexel house dinner and a council
meeting. He continues to attend council meeting

regularly.

Thank you, Brother Knight Don, for being so courageous and for all that you continue to do,
and congratulations on being selected as our Knight of the Month for August.
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AUGUST 2015 FAMILY OF THE MONTH - BILL & SHERRY MCBRIDE

The Father Nicholas Rausch OSB Council 1643 Family of the Month for October is the
William McBride Family.

Brother Bill joined the Knights of Columbus in June 30,
2014 as a 1st degree Knight and became a 4th degree Knight
in February, 2015. He is currently the Faithful Purser of
our 4th degree St. Francis of Assisi Assembly. He has been
involved in the Tootsie Roll drive; helping deliver
Christmas tree to those in need; serving meals at Drexel
House. Bill and his wife Sherry volunteered for both the
Regional and State Special Olympics summer games; and
contributed to the Vocation Auction.

He and his wife of 15 years, Sherry, are Eucharistic
Ministers.

They both teach Children’s Liturgy of the Word and are
involved in the Parish Nurse program, including providing blood pressure and blood glucose
monitoring to the Hispanic parishioners every third Sunday of the month.

He currently works at DSHS for the State of Washington as a Quality Assurance Specialist,
where he has worked for the past 14 years. Before he was a licensed counselor at a traumatic
brain injury rehab facility in Dallas, TX. Sherry is the director of nursing at Roo Lan
Healthcare - a nursing home in Lacey.

Thank you, Brother Bill, for joining the Knights and immediately becoming involved.
Congratulations to you and your family on being selected as our Family of the Month for
August.
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SEPTEMBER 2015 KNIGHT OF THE MONTH – RALPH MARRIOTT

The Father Nicholas Rausch OSB Council 1643 Knight of the month for September is Ralph
Marriott.

Brother Ralph joined the Knights of Columbus in Oklahoma in
1994 and became a 4th Degree Knight in 2012. He has been
active in many Knights activities such as Co-chair of Tootsie
Rolls for the last few years, dinners with Catholic Charities, and
Special Olympics. Last year’s Tootsie Rolls drive was the best
in the State of Washington and the total donations from all
Washington Knights Tootsie Rolls drives are the largest single
donor to the Special Olympics.

He was in the Army for 28 years as a hospital administrator in
San Antonio, TX and was regional medical advisor for the
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana. He then became a
travel nurse at St. Peters Hospital in Olympia and other
hospitals around the U.S., but disabilities have required that he
retire.

Before joining the Knights, and while in Texas, he taught RCIA
for a number of years. As a cradle Catholic in Oklahoma, he had
the good fortune to attend daily mass while in grammar school.
He is quite grateful for his experiences in the church and wishes

to repay those blessings to the church community. He joined the Knights to be able to broaden
his service activities within the church.

Thank you, Brother Ralph, for all that you continue to do, and congratulations on being
selected as our Knight of the Month for September.

Brother Ralph Marriott with his
Grandsons Scout and Sawyer.
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SEPTEMBER 2015 FAMILY OF THE MONTH
KEITH & MICHELLE UNDERWOOD

The Father Nicholas Rausch OSB Council 1643 Family of the Month for September is Keith
and Michelle Underwood.

Brother Knight Keith joined the council in 2011 and he is a 4th

Degree Knight.

He is very active in council activities such as The Knights
before Christmas, Pancake Breakfast/Membership drives,
Drexel House Dinners, and as Chef and a lead volunteer for our
council social dinners such as the recent St. Patrick’s Day
dinner.

He and his wife Michelle are very active at St. Michael Parish,
he as a Eucharistic Minister, and Michelle as First Communion
Coordinator.

Keith’s education includes a Bachelor from Evergreen in
Business and Communications and a MS in Public Administration as well as courses in
agriculture and a graduate of the Le Cordon Bleu. As part of his educational preparation, he
also took a short “drive” with his grandfather to Panama City, Panama and flew to major cities
in South America to improve his knowledge of this hemisphere.

Brother Keith has two sons. Kevin is a 4th Degree Knight. He has for many years been very
active in the Boy Scouts. Kevin is also an Eagle Scout. His younger son, Justin, has also
completed his Eagle Scout award.

His Le Cordon Bleu training has been very useful to our community as Brother Keith is the
Chef for many events at the Boy Scouts, Puget Sound Anglers, and Catholic Community
Services’ once a month Soup Kitchen. All this while employed full time at the St. Placid
Priory as their Head Chef and Kitchen Manager.

Brother Keith was raised in Yakama, WA and, while a city kid, took over managing his
grandfather’s apple farm for 20 years. He then became an ag extensionist and after moving to
Olympia became a Program Manager for the Department of Fish and Wildlife for many years
before the economy forced him back to school. His wife Michelle works at the Attorney
General of Washington’s Office as IT / Risk manager.

He joined the Knights to enrich his Fellowship with other men of god and to expand his ability
to be a servant of the church, especially community services. This past year he helped to raise
funds to purchase a new oven for the Centre Espiritu Santu in Juarez Mexico, a program that
St. Micheal Parish volunteers with the “Journey of the Heart” program.

Thank you Brother Knight Keith for all that you do for our council and for our community.
Congratulations to Keith and Michelle on being selected as our Family of the Month for
September!
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OUR AGING MEMBERSHIP

Brother Knights

As we all grow older and our membership ages and we find many brothers who have trouble
seeing at night, and some can no longer drive.

I am asking for your help on this matter; if you can pick up a brother
and bring him to a meeting, or to another event, please contact me
and let me know your phone number and what part of town you live
in.

Brother Knight - if you are one who is not able to get around to
attend meetings and events please don’t be embarrassed to let me
know so that I can connect you with a Brother Knight.

Please remember that we all enjoy your fellowship and company so please contact me as my
information is listed below.

Darren E. Johnson PGK
District Deputy - District 4
Cell Phone 253-709-4588
DD04@kofc-wa.org
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October 2015

Thu 1 Council Business Meeting @ Columbian Hall
5:45 PM social & rosary. Business meeting @ 7:30PM

Fri 2 Tootsie Roll Drive - see website for details
Sat 3 Tootsie Roll Drive - see website for details
Sun 4 Life Chain Sunday 2PM - 3:30PM @ Legion &

Adams
Tootsie Roll Drive - see website for details

Weds 7 40 Days for Life 8AM – 8PM prayer & fast vigil
@ Legion & Adams
Drexel House Dinner @ Drexel House – Olympia

Thu 8 4th Degree Officers Mtg 5:45PM @ Columbian Hall
Squires Meeting 7:30PM @ Columbian Hall

Sun 11 Membership Drive & Pancake Breakfast
Sacred Heart after 8AM & 10AM Masses

Weds 14 40 Days for Life prayer & fast vigil @ Legion & Adams
Sun 18 Donut Sales - St. Michael Downtown

After 7:30AM & 9:30AM Masses
Membership Drive & Donuts - St. Michael Westside
After 8:30AM & 10:30AM Masses

Weds 21 40 Days for Life prayer & fast vigil @ Legion & Adams
Thu 22 4th Degree Social, Rosary, and Meeting

6:30PM @ Columbian Hall
Weds 28 40 Days for Life prayer & fast vigil @ Legion & Adams

November 2015

Sun 1 40 Days for Life ends 6PM @ St. Michael Downtown
Show the Truth Tour begins

Mon 2 Council Officers Meeting 6PM @ Columbian Hall
1st Degree Exemplification 7:30PM @ Columbian Hall

Thu 5 Council Business Meeting @ Columbian Hall
5:45 PM social & rosary. Business meeting @ 7:30PM

Thu 12 4th Degree Officers Mtg 5:45PM @ Columbian Hall
Squires Meeting 7:30PM @ Columbian Hall

Sat 14 Veterans Appreciation Dinner @ Columbian Hall
Sun 15 Membership Drive & Pancake Breakfast

St. Michael Downtown after 7:30 and 9:30AM Masses
Thu 19 4th Degree Social, Rosary, and Meeting

6:30PM @ Columbian Hall
Sun 22 Donut Sales after 7:30 & 9:30 AM Masses @ St. Mike
Mon 30 Council Officers Meeting 6PM @ Columbian Hall

1st Degree Exemplification 7:30PM @ Columbian Hall


